25X1 C 


25X1 A 


25X1 C 


Approved For Release 2003/1 2/1 6 : CIA-RDP80-01 065Afle0300060005-4 ~ 

^ SECRET 

Security Information 


9 a^r«h 


imommm for tm msom 

SijanCT* Chronological History -with Sespect to laiBjing 
for the death of Stalin, 


1* Official interest was saaifested in this subject upon the 
publication of an article by a Mr* n eoli called "Death In The Fa- ail ^’*, 
in January of IPSL, 


2* Mr, Phi llips of the Depart:. ^ent of State formulated an ad 
D°® ifiterd^arioental group to steady tills problem arid evolve sob© 
basic papers, 

3, Tfro plans her e prepared tsia the Agency in o f Xj/jl 


known &a 


subsequent to the 


plan for implementation on an emergency basis 


aad 


a crash 


1», the eoEmittec reached a point i±*re it felt that it needed 

annax prepared is C^vcm.,ent, which 
would provide a basis and authority far the re ooagaended actions. 


5, Du July 11, l?5lf ’-'aa was a s .proac..ed 'to include on its 
sb intelligence estimate fear this subject, 

6, Since the docket was overcrowded, the OfilS complex con- 
eurre d «*at tills could better be prepared outside of dovem«nt 
am accordingly- I I took on the responsibility of preparing a 
paper on this subject. 


^ " r « Sordon Jh*v of ?33 requested 

*Zrh ** ‘shbther fornal planning teuuid not orooeea 

°® ~ 7 * ^ Dulles* reply i nd i ca ted that it was the opinion 

J5J? 4 f® a ^L^f t iA^fiidoac© was available to enable 

development of this nobject, aid lie rafeai- ^aif Uiat 
i SB be charged with steering this par ticular s teady , 

, *•. . A . * 7 ® P«*l ®f iaterdepartoeatal representatives 
3m which the CIA repreaen te. lives were 1 
and 1 1 
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9* This panel produced on 4j>rll 16, 1952* a plan called | I 

This plm was circulated fur ocnswnrte in OtowamDaent aid was not well 
received within the Bspartaent of State, It was never formally stib- 
ffiittei to the ?S3, It included for background the previous thinking 
25X1 C that lad been prepared oa i > th ese plan s having 

been made available t» the panel for the drafting of 


10, la the next 3 months, nothing definitive -mm acccwplished 

on this matter* 25X1 A 


25X1 A 


11, Oa Jus® 30, 1752, 


completed and circulated its study. 


25X1 C 


12, la early August 1952, Mr,C 


3 took the initiative 


25X1 C for res uming work ©a this roblea and called a oeatlng in[ 


of fio® to review the problem, assess the background data, and 
the next step, 25X1 A 


13, on 15 August 1952* '%*. 


of PBB *:et with SR, '-PC, 


PP and PID representatives in CIA, and asked if so would take steps to 
rwiew and prepa re a staff study oa this problem, This meeting appointed 
I. las the steering member, 

Ik. In September 1952, the ? IS was formally asked to take cogni- 
sance of this problem send endorse the development of a paper oa this 
subject, which it did* 


15, & October, an Agency ad hoc task force was created with 1 % 
?1®, PfQ and 58 representatives in accordance with the August acting 
and the formal PSB authority of September* 


16, Oa October 30th, the P$3 formally approved 'the terse of ref- 
•rosic® and general approach for tie undar taking of this matter, stipu- 
lating 5 elegants to be considered, Agencies and departments desig- 
nated “representatives as points >f contact". 


25X1 C 


1?, mid-Nbvessbar, the Agency task force had compile ted, circu- 
lated, and received iafo raal egaagat s and re-drafted, a series of ^apers 


on this subject known, as 
graphy. 


jin addition, it compiled a biblio- 

25X1 A 


18, A copy was furnished to ir, 
Befense sad State points of contact. 


of 


.'.'"33 ant 


attorn to 'the 


19, At this point, the CIA task force felt it had reached an area 
of diminishing return until the interim guidance called for la Para gr aph 
6 (e) of '-'S3 0 21* could be completed. This particular development was 
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v m&a? the p-'tnrSjtm of the State representative, 

to. The rims of the State representative were formulated, coor- 
dinated to State, and distributed (?*B 5 2lt/l N on January 19th to fee 
departments and agencies stipulating that there were 3 courses of ac- 
tion open to the event of a sudden death, artd that a plan be developed 
along the lines of the 3rd alternative, 

n, On 6 February , GXA. f omally concurred in the 3rd alternative , 

as did Defense, 

22, On 27 February, 01/ furnished additional views informally to 
Mr, Comstock, the FSB staff representative, with respect to concepts 
believed appropriate to the plan (b points/, 

23. On 3 March, word was received of the impending .death of Ftalin 

25X1 C and a ?j 30 * um. 'Shite tfrme e oonfere»oe transpired. It Is our understand- 
ing that Mr. |a of did confer with Hr, C, B» Jackson *t 

tha Kbit© House atari on agreement in lovern snt as to the approach and 
pattern to follow to this emergency (3rd alternative of F$3 i) 21/L) • 
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S 9 /, ~ 

Distribution: 

2 - ?F/?p 
1 - ^II) 

1 - sa/cpp 

2 - SHA 
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